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ANCIENT ABBEY AT YOUGHAL. 



This abbey was founded by Thomas Fitzmaurice Fitz- 
gerald, iu the year 1628. A curious legend is preserved 
respecting Fitzgerald. When he was yet an infant in the 
cradle, at his lather's castle in Tralee, he was snatched 
by a tame baboon or ape, and carried to the highest part 
of the walls, where for some time he gently danced him 
in his arms, to the terror of the spectators, but at last 
brought the child down safely, and deposited him again 
vith much care in his cradle : from which circumstance 
he was commonly called the ape. The crest and support- 
ers of the Duke of Leinster, who claims descent from 
Thomas, the ape, are monkies, in remembrance, as the 
heralds state, of this event. 

The ruin and ground is now a popular burial place, 
•nd is kept witi) great neatness, not as the church grounds 
are, thickly planted by trees, that have grown so thick 
that it is utterly impossible to get a view of the building 
except from the hill over it., and then only the top of the 
walls can be seen. There are t-.vo abbeys spoken of by 
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Smith, but that at the north i* the only one of which ant 
trace can be found. 



; POPULAR STORIES.* 
We have had occasion once before to obaerve that the 

Eeople of England and Scotland, and, we might add, the 
igher orders of those who should be the people of this 
country, appear to know more of the manners, habits, and 
superstitious customs of the most distant portions of the 
globe, than they do of those peculiar to the peasantry of 
Ireland. Those " fashionable sketches of Irish life" by 
individuals whose opportunities of observation have been 
limited to a few weeks' residence in some lordly mansion, 
or noble villa, and which have passed current with the 
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